STAGE SET FOR N.H. GAY MARRIAGE FIGHT
BY DEBORAH MCDERMOTT

dmcdermott@seacoastonline.com
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MANY WILL
RECEIVE NO
HELP FROM
NEW LAW

Pepino

t’s going to come down to numbers and patience as efforts get
under way in January to repeal
the New Hampshire same-sex
marriage law passed in June 2009,
according to opponents and supporters of the legislation.

The magic numbers are 266 and
16 — two-thirds of the House and
Senate, respectively — the number
of votes needed to override what is
expected to be Gov. John Lynch’s
veto of any repeal bill. That’s assuming all 400 House and 24 Senate
members are in attendance when
the vote is taken.
It’s going to take patience, as
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well, because the House and Senate
leadership have made it very clear
that their ﬁrst priority is getting the
state’s ﬁscal house in order.
Still, both sides are expecting
that before the session is over next
spring, the effort to repeal the law
will come before the General Court
for a vote.
Currently, there are several “leg-

islative service requests,” essentially placeholders for bills that will
be ﬁled when the legislative session
begins in January. The language is
similar, seeking to deﬁne marriage
as the union of one man and one
woman.
Rep. Leo Pepino, R-Manchester,
See FIGHT, Page A6
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■ Hundreds of
thousands ineligible for
jobless funds extended
Friday along with tax
cuts in new legislation
BY PAUL WISEMAN
Associated Press

W

ASHINGTON — Unemployment beneﬁts
will be restored for
millions of Americans under
the tax-cut measure President
Barack Obama signed into law
Friday. Sylvia Kittrell of Orlando, Fla., isn’t among them.
A social worker unemployed
for more than two years, she’s
one of hundreds of thousands
who will get no help from the
new law because they’ve already used up all the beneﬁts
available to them.
“I have no money,” Kittrell
said. “Everything is gone.”
In the 25 states with unemployment rates of at least 8.5
percent, the unemployed can
receive beneﬁts for up to 99
weeks. In other states, they get
less than 99 weeks — in some
cases as few as 60 weeks, according to the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities.
The new law restores, for
13 more months, the 99-week
maximum. But it provides no
further beneﬁts to people who
have reached the limit in their
state. Those who have exhausted all beneﬁts are sometimes
known as “99ers,” even though
the duration of their beneﬁts
varies by state.
The legislation renews federal programs that extend
beneﬁts beyond the 26 weeks
states always provide. Those
federal programs had expired
Nov. 30.
The Labor Department says
it doesn’t know how many
Americans have used up all
their unemployment beneﬁts.
But the number reaches well
into the hundreds of thousands.
In California, 5,000 unemployed people use up their
extended beneﬁts each week.
And 274,185 Californians will
have exhausted 99 weeks of
beneﬁts by year’s end.
In Florida, 105,011 people
have run out of beneﬁts; in
Nevada, 27,325. In New York,
125,284 out-of-work people
have stopped receiving unemployment checks because
they’ve used up their aid.
The New Yorkers who’ve
exhausted unemployment beneﬁts tend to be older than those
still receiving unemployment:
Thirty percent are 55 or older,
compared with less than 22
percent of those still receiving
beneﬁts.
And more than 48 percent of
New Yorkers no longer receiving beneﬁts are women. That
compares with 43 percent of
those receiving unemployment
aid.
Many more people could be
joining the 99ers. Job losses
peaked in January 2009. Those
who lost jobs then, at the depths
See NEW LAW, Page A2
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Juile Hiosch of Lee and Chris Anders of Hampton Falls embrace during the Friends Project Christmas
semi-formal held at Friday night at the Greenleaf Recreation Center in Portsmouth.
BY JENNIFER FEALS
jfeals@seacoastonline.com

P

ORTSMOUTH — Ten years ago, the
Friends Project started with 25 families
to ﬁght the isolation that people with
disabilities can sometimes feel. With membership now at 125 families, the organization has
grown in more than just participants.
The Friends Project, created under the
Portsmouth School Department, provides social and recreational programming for people
with developmental disabilities. Through gath-

erings to go to movies, bowling, socials, sports
games, and more, the Friends Project uses
an integrative approach to promote inclusion
practices while recognizing, encouraging, and
promoting a variety of relationships in many
settings.
“It’s a great program because everyone
enjoys it so much. Parents are happy because
their kids are happy, kids are happy because
they’re having fun,” said Executive Director
Heidi Chase, who was instrumental in forming

“Everyone enjoys it so much. Parents are happy because their kids are
happy, kids are happy because they’re having fun.”
Heidi Chase, Friends Project executive director
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Jim Willey, right, gives dolls to children in Haiti. The dolls were a
gift and part of Willey’s efforts to aid the impoverished country
through his Help for Haiti charity.

Haiti to get 100,000
meals from Seacoast

BY DAVE CHOATE
dchoate@seacoastonline.com

R

YE — Where others
see desolation and
desperation, Help for
Haiti sees hope.
Founder Jim Willey, who
worked as a division vice
president at Polaroid Corp.
for more than three decades,
has founded what he describes as a Christian charitable organization alongside
See HAITI, Page A6

TO HELP

To donate or to learn more,
call Willey at 969-7206 or
e-mail info@helpforhaiti.
org. Volunteers are sought
to help the Bethany Church
pack more than 100,000
meals, which will be
shipped to church schools
in Haiti for needy students.

Y

ORK, Maine — The
Marketplace in Cape
Neddick is selling
off the last of its inventory
this weekend, getting ready
to close for good, Monday,
Dec. 20.
Co-owner Jeanne Lombardi is moving on for
personal reasons, she said
Wednesday.
Lombardi and co-partner
Jennifer Marshall opened
the business 3½ years ago.
They remodeled and moved
into an old barn next door to
what is today the Roost Cafe
& Bistro on Route 1.
The renovated barn had
room enough for 50 artisans, who sold jewelry,
hand-painted
furniture,
soap, candles, handbags
and numerous other original
pieces.
Many will be able to stay
in the renovated barn, Lombardi said, when a custom
framing and home decor
See MARKETPLACE, Page A6
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Walter P. Swist
MANCHESTER —
Walter P. Swist, 86,
of Manchester, died
Thursday, Dec. 16,
2010, surrounded by
his loving family at his
residence.
He was born Sept. 5,
1924, in Manchester,
the son of Thomas and Louise
(Hudzik) Swist. He attended
St. Joseph High School for
Boys and was a graduate of
the University of New Hampshire.
During World War II, he
served in the U.S. Army.
Family members include
his wife of 60 years, Madeline (Glennon) Swist of Manchester; his sons, Walter P.
Swist Jr. and Mark S. Swist,
both of Manchester, and
Thomas M. Swist and wife
Shawna Healy of Rye; one
daughter, Mary L. Krell and
husband Paul of Manchester;
three grandchildren, Jillian
and Shawn Swist, and Erin
Krell; one brother, John Swist
of Manchester; two sisters,
Louise Sapowicz of Manchester and Sr. Bernadette
Swist of Enﬁeld, Conn.; and
nephews and nieces.
He was predeceased by a
brother, Thomas Swist, and a
sister, Dorothy Gaudette.

WE REMEMBER: Before
his retirement, he had been
employed for 25 years as an
electrical engineer by BAE

Systems (formerly
Sanders Associates).
Previously, he had
worked in the same
capacity for Raytheon
and Northeastern
Engineering.
Walter loved gardening and puttering in his
workshop. He also was an avid
New England sports fan. Above
all else, he loved spending time
with his wife, children and grandchildren.
He was a longtime communicant of St. Catherine Church and
a member of the Legion of One
Thousand Men of the Precious
Blood Monastery.
SERVICES: Calling hours will
be held from 4 to 7 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 19, at Lambert Funeral
Home & Crematory, 1799 Elm
St., corner of North Street,
Manchester. The funeral Mass of
Christian burial will be celebrated
at 10:30 a.m. Monday, Dec. 20,
in St. Catherine of Siena Church,
corner of Webster and Hemlock
streets. Burial with military
honors will follow in St. Joseph
Cemetery, Bedford. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made
in his memory to the Monastery
of the Precious Blood, 700 Bridge
St., Manchester, NH 03104. For
details, visit www.lambertfuneralhome.com.

Brenda C. Carder
ROCHESTER — Brenda
Chloe Carder, 94, died peacefully Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2010,
at home.
Born Brenda Chloe Stacy
on Dec. 4, 1916, in Kennett,
Mo., she was the daughter
of the late Albert Oscar and
Malvina (Gunn) Stacy.
Brenda moved to Portsmouth in 1942 and was a
longtime resident until moving to Rochester to live with
her daughter, Louisa, in
2007.
She is survived by her
daughter, Louisa M. Tapley
and husband Robert Bournival of Rochester; son Herbert
Lathrop and wife Sheila of
Wells, Maine; grandson Michael G. Dumas and partner
Anne Cox of North Berwick,
Maine; grandson George
E. Tapley of Barrington;
two great-grandchildren; two

great-great-grandchildren;
and friends Tom and Carol
Bunting of Portsmouth.
She was predeceased by
husbands Herbert Lathrop
and Rex B. Carder, and her
son, Glenn Dumas.
Per her request, her remains have been donated to
the University of New England.
Memorial plans are incomplete and will be announced
at a later date.

WE REMEMBER: She was a
loving and nurturing mother and
grandmother. Her love for her
family was unconditional and she
will be sorely missed and never
forgotten.
The family wished to thank
the staff at Beacon Hospice for
its kindness and loving care, and
gave special thanks to April.

HAITI: Group to send meals for children
Continued from page A1
family members and friends.
The group began after Willey
took several trips to Haiti over
the last few years to help the
impoverished country where
he could, and the need intensiﬁed in the wake of devastating
earthquakes and a cholera epidemic that rocked the island
nation.
“All of a sudden, we’re saying ‘You know, we could do a
lot for Haiti,’” Willey said.
The focus of the ﬂedgling organization is threefold: Set up
Haitian businesses with loans
and professional advice to help
promote a middle class and a
better job market in a country crushed by poverty; feed,
clothe and educate children;

and raise awareness. The common thread is the prospect of
a brighter tomorrow for Haiti,
speciﬁcally its northern end
and the million-strong city of
Cap Haitian, where unemployment hovers near 80 percent.
“You have a future, and your
kids can have a better future,”
he said.
In a country where the median annual income is in the
hundreds of dollars, relatively
small donations can lead to
rebuilt facilities or the hiring
of dozens or even hundreds
of workers. The $34,000 the
group has raised recently is
going toward creating, packing
and shipping 34,000 lunches
for students. That money
makes a world of difference in
a time when donations to Haiti,

which spiked after the earthquake, have dropped down to
their pre-disaster lows, according to Willey.
Knowing that many are wary
of giving money to Haiti because they fear it will line the
pockets of a lucky few, Jim and
his wife, Betsy, said they work
hard to follow up on projects
and meet directly with businessmen and school ofﬁcials to
ensure projects are being carried out as stipulated.
Jim will visit again in February with Betsy — not to spread
the gospel or hand over checks,
he said, but to enable Haitians
to improve their lives.
“I’m not a pastor and I’m not
a missionary,” Willey said. “I
go there as a Christian businessman.”

Willey paints a picture of
Haiti that is at once heartbreaking and inspiring as he
speaks of the impossibility of
understanding how bad the
situation is until one experiences the “smell in the air, the
heat, the ﬁlth.” He speaks of
overcrowded orphanages and
a Cap Haitian without a sewage
system or an electric grid, but
in the same breath mentions
the easy camaraderie and constant smiles of those who make
the city home, and their hospitality toward him.
The Willeys have found the
Seacoast community incredibly responsive to their requests
for aid. They raised more than
$14,000 to bolster their efforts
from a single mailing around
the region.

FIGHT: Gay marriage foes rally for battle
Continued from page A1
already has four other cosponsors to his LSR and he’s
convinced that the law will be
repealed this session.
At 298 House Republicans,
“I think we have more than
we need to override a veto,”
he said.
Pepino is a Catholic who
said he feels strongly about
the issue.
“When I was a kid, we were
all led to believe that the ﬁrst
couple was Adam and Eve, not
two Adams and two Eves. To
me, it’s not normal” for gays
and lesbians to marry.
He fought staunchly against
the marriage equality bill
ﬁled in 2009 by then-Rep.
Jim Splaine of Portsmouth,
and Pepino said he’s already
spoken with House leadership
about the repeal effort.

MARKETPLACE:

Owners to
close shop
Monday

“I told them, ‘You are involved in the budget right
now, and that’s what you
should be doing,’” he said.
He said he told leaders that
those who are leading the
repeal effort “will work on
that this session and keep you
posted. It’ll give us something
to do.”
Kevin Smith, of the prorepeal Cornerstone Research
Group, said his organization
has surveyed the incoming
Legislature and found most
of the delegates favor repeal.
Having said that, he indicated some want concessions
such as language that allows
civil unions. “And there are
a handful, most who lean toward Libertarian, who are on
the fence.”
He said he’s “cautiously
optimistic, but not wildly
optimistic. You never know

until the vote is taken in the
House,” he said.
But do not doubt for a moment that those who want to
uphold the law will be vocal,
Splaine said. Splaine looked
at the numbers and said, if
those who support marriage
equality can ﬁnd 50 or 60 Republicans “who will join the
Democrats in upholding any
veto,” he believes they will
succeed.
Without a two-thirds afﬁrmative vote in both the House
and the Senate, the veto will
be upheld. And that’s key, said
Splaine, as those who support
the law work to ﬁnd enough
legislators to sustain the veto
in the House.
“This can’t become a Democratic Party versus Republican Party contest, because the
numbers don’t allow that,” he
said. “We’re going to win this

by appealing to the better angels of the legislators.”
He said the approach used
by supporters of the law in
2009 is the same one that is
going to succeed this time
around.
“We have to show our faces
and tell our stories,” he said.
“This issue is about people,
not politics.”
To that end, he said, he and
other supporters of the law
plan to get in touch with as
many as possible of the estimated 3,000 couples who have
married in New Hampshire
in the past year and ask them
to talk with their representatives.
“This is going to be won, one
legislator at a time,” Splaine
said. “In the end, I believe
they’ll understand that it’s not
the New Hampshire way to
take rights away.”

Day is done

Continued from page A1

Barbara J. Lanum
MEDFORD, Mass. — Barbara Jean (McDonnell) Lanum, 45, of Medford, formerly
of Stratham, N.H., died unexpectedly Thursday, Dec. 16,
2010.
She was the beloved daughter of Barbara A. (Jackson)
and the late Francis C. “Skip”
McDonnell, loving sister of
Michael C. McDonnell, and
devoted mother to Brandon,
Crystal, Tara and Cheyenne.
A complete obituary will
publish in a later publication.

SERVICES: Family and friends
are invited to call from 4 to 7
p.m. Monday, Dec. 20, to the
Robert K. Gray Jr. Funeral Home,
24 Winnacunnet Road, Hampton
(www.Robertkgrayjrfuneralhome.
com). A private funeral Mass of
Christian burial will be celebrated
Tuesday morning at Star of the
Sea Church Salisbury, Mass. In
Barbara Jean’s memory contributions may be directed to Solutions
at Work, 1151 Massachusetts
Ave., Cambridge, MA 02138.

Obituary Guidelines
For guidelines on how to
submit an obituary, visit
www.seacoastonline.com/SubmitObit

www.seacoastlegals.com
The place to find all legal notices published in
Seacoast Media Group’s five newspapers:
Portsmouth Herald, Exeter News-Letter,
Hampton Union, York Weekly,
York County Coast Star

www.seacoastonline.com

business, whose name and
owner has yet to be conﬁrmed, is expected to reopen the doors in February
or March.
In the meantime, all inventory must go, and regular customers are coming in
to take advantage of markdowns and to say goodbye.
“Our customers are so
disappointed,” Lombardi
said. “I’ve gotten hundreds
of e-mails saying, ‘Say it
ain’t so.’”
Lombardi
originally
planned to close the store
after the weekend of Dec.
11, but decided to keep The
Marketplace open for one
more weekend to sell off as
much inventory as possible.
The store will deﬁnitely
close before Christmas, she
said.
Lombardi, with a background in event planning
and interior decorating, is
willing to take on individual
projects, she said, but another long-term project is
not in her immediate future.
“The thing I’ll miss the
most is the people,” she
said.
The Marketplace is located at 1300 Route 1,
Cape Neddick, just north
of the Cape Neddick Road
intersection. Hours are 10
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., through
Monday.

DEB CRAM/DCRAM@SEACOASTONLINE.COM

A man and woman take photos of a sunset at Nubble Light in York, Maine, on a chilly late afternoon.

Study: Wind could
provide quarter of
all power to region
BOSTON (AP) — New England’s land and ocean winds
blow strong enough to supply
nearly a quarter of the region’s
electricity within a decade,
though major upgrades are
needed to handle that much
more wind power, according to
a new study.
Wind has the potential to
supply up to 24 percent of the
region’s total annual electricity needs by 2020, according
to research by GE Energy Applications & Systems Engineering, which conducted the study
for regional grid manager, ISO
New England.
The ﬁgure would require

a more than 44-fold increase
over the amount of wind power
now generated in the region.
There aren’t nearly enough
wind farms even proposed yet
to capture that much power,
and delivering it would require
spending $19 billion to $25 billion for new transmission lines,
said the ISO’s president and
chief executive, Gordon van
Welie.
Reaching 24 percent wind
power “would a pretty lofty goal
to get to by 2020,” John Norden,
the ISO’s director of operations,
said in an interview Friday.
But he said his agency must
think ahead, in case public policymakers require dramatically
higher reliance on wind power.
The question is, Norden said,
“If (policymakers) headed in
that direction, and they headed
in that direction quickly, would
we have a problem in terms of
operating the system?”
The two-year New England
Wind Integration Study measured wind potential and aimed
to determine exactly what’s
needed to link future wind
power producers to the grid.
The study was released Friday,
but ISO ofﬁcials discussed it
publicly this week.
GE Energy Applications &
Systems Engineering is part of
General Electric, a leading wind
turbine maker.

Minor injuries in
four-car accident
GREENLAND — A four car
pileup on Route 33 sent one
woman to Portsmouth Regional
Hospital, but no one received
life-threatening injuries.
Police say three vehicles
were stopped at a red light
near the Target/Lowe’s complex at about 5:18 p.m. on the
road toward Portsmouth when
a fourth vehicle driven by
Sarah Vanorsdell of Greenland
failed to stop and struck the
rear of the column. That set off
a domino effect and the crash
involved four cars, according
to ofﬁcer Tim McClare.
Vanorsdell told police her
foot slipped off the brake, and
no charges or citations are expected, McClare said. She was
conscious and standing up next
to her car when police arrived,
but was ultimately transported
by Greenland ambulance to
Portsmouth Regional Hospital
with non-life-threatening injuries.
McClare said Vanorsdell’s
car received “extensive” front
end damage and the car she
struck “substantial” rear end
damage, and that both vehicles
had to be towed. The other two
were able to drive away following the accident.
— Dave Choate

